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Ejcft individual </orn purer ihac 
is (.onriccTCti. ro [Jk filr server. 




STAR 

TOPOLOGY 



1 




Bus 




WIDE AREA NETWORK 
(WAN) 

A group of local area networks r"W arc 
Connected Sy ^lelliies, modems, or 
rdcpljvue wires. 
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A devii:r i.wd u: cnmnuuii- 
i ale with r>rhc: kojupurrx* 
across telephone Nock. 
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How Does 
It Work? 

The PCs on a network are 
connected in various 
ways, called topologies. 
There are three basic net- 
work topologies: star, 
bus, and token ring. 

In a star network PCs are 
connected to a central 
hub, a computer that is 
connected to the server. 
The hub acts as a 
resource manager and a 
traffic cop for the net- 
work. But ff it fails, that 
part of the network fails. 
In addition, star networks 
are costly because of all 
the cabJe that's used. 

In a bus network, PCs are 
connected to a central 
cable calfed the bus. Bus 
networks are less costly 
because they use less 
cable, however, if the bus 
fails, the entire network 
faiis. Also, traffic along 
the bus can get congest- 
ed, increasing the 
amount of time it takes 
to get a file. 

In a token ring network, 
PCs are connected to 
each other in a kind of 
ring. Information is 
passed from one PC to 
the next, until it reaches 
fts destination, (f one PC 
fails, the entire network 
can fail. Adding new PCs 
to the network is difficult, 
but this topology uses 
the ieast amount of cable 
so it is the ieast costfy. 
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